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Women in Kabul choose to remain hopeful

Taylor interacts
with global issues
Kyla Russell
News Co-Editor

KA BU L , A F G H A N I STA N
—“We are lost,” Fariha Easar
said.
Easar described living
through the recapturing of her
home in Kabul, the capital of
Afghanistan, during a phone
interview on Monday, Aug. 16.
The Taliban seized control
of Kabul Sunday morning,
Aug. 15. Part of Kabul was destroyed, and the dreams of
many women died with it.
“It is an intense time,” Easar
said. “We live in a very challenging and ver y dif ficult
time… we are stuck.”
Easar, a lawyer, human rights
defender, researcher and social
activist, researches peace and
Islamic feminism.
Easar is certain of one thing
— her life is soon going to
change.
“Hope is still an option,”
Easar said while peering out
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As countries pull out of Afghanistan, women are left fearful for the future under Taliban control.

of her window, a scene of a
Kabul street, a billboard with
the photo of a female model
being taken down.
When U.S. troops came to
Afghanistan in 2001, following
the attacks on September 11,

they worked to eradicate the
Taliban.
Afghan women were given
the right to an education, to
work and to move about the
world without a male relative
attending as their guardian.

For most women, this was
their first chance at freedom,
Easar explained.
Under the Taliban retaking, Easar fears a return to the
days before the U.S. occupation for Afghan women. Many

said. “Endurance and resistance are the guarantee for
the life and survival of the
country and the people and
getting out of the difficult
situation we are in today.
Good days are coming… days
to learn again and to wish
again.”
For s om e thou g h , f inding hope is proving to be a
challenge.
Afghan men feel the burden
of this transpiring in Afghanistan as well.
Zia Majeed, a pediatric doctor who also resides in Kabul,
worries for his wife.
“We cannot live under the
Taliban,” Majeed said in a
phone interview on Aug. 16.
“Many women will not receive
an education … they can’t
walk alone… we (Afghanistan people) cannot live in
this situation.”
As the Afghan people grapple with an unstable reality,
questions for global leaders
arise. In turn, frustrations
surface, she indicated.

are hopeless, but in the face
of her circumstances, Easar
remains steadfast.
“ Yes, I am ready to die
standing up, but I will never
surrender to the bloodthirsty
and savage terrorists,” Easar KABUL continued on Page 2

Jones steps in as provost

Permanent provost
expected in October
Payne Moses

Co-Managing Editor

transition to Taylor and helping
Taylor faculty connect with Lindsay,” Jones said. “The most important part of my job is to make
sure President Lindsay knows
who we are, and as he’s making
his plans, takes into account the
Taylor culture as part of the implementation of those plans.”
From serving as a dean to interim provost, Jones continues
to oversee faculty, but at a holistic capacity rather than only art,
humanities, business and higher education as had been the
case prior.
Now, Jones works with two
of Taylor’s deans. These include

Interim Provost Tom Jones has
been an integral part of Taylor
University for 48 years.
Jones began his journey at
Taylor as a student in 1967 and
he now sits at the right hand of
President Michael Lindsay.
“The Taylor family is blessed to
have such a capable and experienced campus leader in Dr. Tom
Jones, and I am deeply grateful
for his willingness to step into
this strategic role as our Interim
Provost,” Lindsay said. “It’s been
a joy to work with him in recent
weeks, and I know all of us at Taylor are grateful for his wise, godly,
gifted servant-leadership.”
He anticipates the national
search for his successor will conclude by Homecoming Weekend,
or early October. However, Jones’
term as interim provost extends
through December to allow for a
full transition to occur.
Before accepting this position,
Jones served as dean of faculty
development and associate professor of history since 1988 and
was an adjunct professor of history beforehand.
Michael Hammond had been
Taylor’s Provost for three years
before accepting the presidency
role at Gordon College in Wenham, Mass. in April of 2021.
Jones stepped in the provost
position as someone who knows
Taylor culture and faculty well, he
said. He also fit Lindsay’s request
of an individual who had previously been a dean.
“My role in the meantime is
to be a bridge, helping Lindsay

Grace Miller, dean of the school
of natural and applied sciences
and Nancy Dayton, interim dean
of arts, humanities, business and
higher education.
“The provost and president
engage in ongoing conversations regarding curriculum and
academic issues, and both are
responsible for ensuring that
members of the university trustees are informed regarding implementation of the academic
vision,” Jones said.
Following his interim term,
Jones plans to retire from Taylor,
but will remain a senior adviser
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Tom Jones previously served as
dean of faculty development.

during the new provost’s transition period in January.
Senior Matt Bolander offered
his opinion on the hiring of Jones
as interim provost.
“Nobody dedicates half a century to a location, a school, people,” Bolander said. “They are
really passionate about what
they’re doing. I think it’s an excellent choice for the university,
somebody who has a lot of experience under his belt with constant change in presidency over
the last four years.”
Bolander said he is optimistic
that Jones, and whoever succeeds
him, will retain and defend Taylor’s
foundational biblical doctrine in
an often-wavering world. He said
that the decision to have such a
well-tenured man as Jones working alongside Lindsay is setting up
a very sustainable future for Taylor.
Jones referred to Lindsay as a
deep listener who seeks to really
know the ‘why’ and ‘how.’ He said
he could immediately identify
Lindsay’s effort for transparency
when updating the Taylor community several times over the
search for a permanent provost.
“I think that everyone — faculty, staff and students — will
find that Michael Lindsay is very
forthcoming in communication,
and wants the community to
know more, not less about the
‘why’ of decisions,” Jones said.
His time as provost may be
short, but Jones continues to
lift up a community he knows
so well.
“While we are certainly not
perfect, Taylor is one of those
places where the Spirit of Christ
prevails over all obstacles that
otherwise would divide us,”
Jones said.
echo@taylor.edu
Follow The Echo on
Instagram, Twitter
& Facebook
@Echo_TaylorU
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Students pick up their COVID-19 relief checks.

PeRT issues mask mandate
Relief checks given to
returning students

On Tuesday, Aug. 31, the Pandemic Emergency Response
Team (PeRT) reinstated a mask
mandate in indoor venues with
over 250 people in attendance.
The measure is in place until
Friday, September 17, when the
situation will be reevaluated.
The requirement is also
in place for indoor athletic
events and chapel. Additionally, wearing a mask is required in
Cornwall, the Recital Hall and
Mitchell Theatre, irrespective
of the number of individuals
attending.
PeRT articulated their reasoning behind this decision:

increasing cases in Grant
County.
“With the easy transmissibility of the Delta variant and
increase in county cases, on
Monday evening, PeRT considered a variety of proactive measures that could help
avoid unintentionally spreading COVID-19 among our students, employees, and guests,”
PeRT said in an email.
The message reminded students that individual faculty
members may require masks to
be worn in classroom settings.
The following day, President Michael Lindsay called on students
to view wearing a mask as an act
of love as he spoke in chapel.
“We are asking that when you
come into this chapel service,
you wear masks for the next two
weeks… we do this as a way to

A reflection on
mask wearing

New mural in
Matthews

Kyla Russell
News Co-Editor

Jesse Brown shares his thoughts on a
new season of masks
Page 4

Alumna Abby Braswell (‘21) leads
beautification project
Page 7

genuinely show love of neighbor,” Lindsay said.
PeRT releases new numbers related to the spread of
COVID-19 weekly. As of September 3, six students were in active
isolation following a positive
COVID-19 test.
Taylor provided COVID-19 financial relief checks for new
freshmen and transfers, as well
as returning undergraduate
students, MAHE students and
pre-college students. The funds
were made available by the federal government.
Students retrieved their
checks on September 8 in the
Larita Boren Student Center. “The process was quick
and simple,” sophomore Claire
Massey said. “I am thankful for a
little leeway.”
echo@taylor.edu

Rugby club
growing yearly
Team competes in 2021 Collegiate
Rugby Championship
Page 8
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Lindsay family renovates the Muselman House

Board privately
funds rennovations
Mer Fenton
Staff Writer

O ver t he s u m mer, T he
Muselman House, the presidential home, received major
renovations for President Michael Lindsay and his family.
The Muselman home is ever - e vol v i n g , ch a n g i n g t o
accommodate each new president and the universit y’s
needs.
The house was orig ina lly built to be private living
quarters.
But, it has undergone other alterations since its start,
based on necessity.
Additionally, children have
not lived in the home since the
early ’80s.
“When Dr. Gene Habecker
came, he saw it as a university asset that should be used
to help with the functions of
Taylor,” Ron Sutherland, special assistant to the president, said. “We needed a public
space… so a Great Room was
added. It was Gene’s attempt
to say ‘I want students to be
able to use this space,’ so that
became the public quarters of
the house.”
Previous Interim President
Paige Comstock Cunningham
continued to make use of the
great room and public part of

Photograph by Mer Fenton

Juniors Bella Anderson and Hannah Cherry take a walk on the president’s house lawn.

the home by hosting events
such as game nights and Saturday breakfasts for students.
Following Habecker’s tenure, the upstairs bedrooms
became a place for university
guests and large donors to stay
when in town.
Lindsay wants to continue
hosting guests, while still having private living quarters for
his family.
The family consulted about

design elements they needed
in their new home. They particularly wanted convenient
access points for the family
members to care for the medical needs of their eldest daughter, Elizabeth.
In addition to personal preferences, routine upkeep was
also completed.
The carpet was replaced, the
washer and dryer were moved
to the living quarters and a

room was repainted.
The proposal project began at the end of last school
year. Multiple vendors were
consulted to evaluate costs,
and the lowest projection
was chosen.
A fter approval, the project was completed over the
summer.
While Sutherland recognizes that this is impressive by average construction

standards, he said that this
is the usual for Taylor. The
house is almost done, barr ing a few components
that are not available until
after Thanksgiving.
“Once the boa rd u nderstood the need, they stepped
up to cover the cost of that,”
Lindsay’s office said. “That’s
been a real blessing to see
that happen. It didn’t take any
other new resources from the

university.”
Due to product delay, in part
caused by industries disrupted by COVID-19, items ranging
from garage doors to mechanical parts are backordered for
three to four months.
Many of the current furnishings in the home are donations
on loan until backordered
items are delivered.
“ We just worked around
those and again grateful for
the people who helped make
that happen,” Lindsay’s office said.
The house was built in the
late ’50s, along with the majority of the current campus
as documented in the Taylor
archives.
Its design is credited to Austin Knowlton in a Taylor Times
article from 2003.
Knowlton was a university
architect and friend of Milo
Rediger.
He also designed Wengatz,
Olson, Reade and several other Taylor buildings.
Sutherland said that he enjoys the process each time,
because it helps the president
adjust to Taylor, and have the
home ref lect their personal preferences.
“ T hat’s why I th in k the
board stepped up and said
we’re going to help ma ke
su re t h a t t h i s h app en s ,”
Sutherland said.
echo@taylor.edu

Library changes hours to promote student use

Library makes series
of summer changes
Darin Jordan
Staff Writer

T he Z onder va n L ibra r y
m a d e s o m e a d j u s t m e nt s
over t he su m mer i ncluding ex panding their hours
and putting the Lewis Center upstairs.
The library now has different hours: 8 a.m. to midnight
Monday-Thursday; 8 a.m. to 8
p.m. on Friday; noon to 8 p.m.
on Saturday; 3 p.m. to midnight on Sunday.
The C.S. Lew is collection
was also relocated to the main
f loor of the library.
This was the first in a series of moves that has added
a new department to the library building.
Taylor Universit y Online
(TUO) moved out of Ayres and
into the basement of the library, mainly for visibility.
Carrie Meyer, director of
online learning & institutional technology is the only full
time, in-person TUO worker,

but the department is plann ing to ex pa nd a nd ma ke
good use of the extra off ice
space available.
Last semester, Lana Wi lson, interim director of the
librar y at the time, and Ashley Chu, interim head of the
L ew is Center at t he t i me,
rea l ized that there was a n
u nu s e d cl a s sro om on t he
ma i n f loor of t he l ibra r y.
T h is ava i labi l it y of fered a
long-awaited chance to move
the Lew is center to a more
public space.
“We’re always talking about
how it’s the third largest collection in the world, but you
can’t see it, it’s tucked away
in the basement where nobody
really goes that frequently,”
sa id Ca leb Rol l ing , sen ior
and research assistant at the
library. “So, this is all a matter
of making it more accessible,
more of a thing in the public
eye and trying to expand what
we offer.”
First, the Lewis books were
moved out of their old basement location.
However, because of the

remodeling in the classroom,
the books will not all be displayed for a while.
“It’s more the waiting, that’s
the most difficult part of it,”
said Todd Ream, professor of
higher education and current
head of the Lewis department.
“I think the only logistical
part that I would really like
to see happen at a certain
time point is homecoming, because it’s one of the few times
when we have a lot of graduates of the university back on
campus, and we can offer that
space to them and introduce
them to it.”
A lon g w it h mov i n g t he
book s upsta irs, severa l librarian offices moved up to
the ground f loor, including
the director of the library’s
office. With this move, the library hopes to promote better communication since they
are more accessible to the other library workers.
One of the ongoing projects
is to install new signage in the
building.
With six different departments in the library building,

Photograph provided by Jim Garringer

Zondervan Library increased their Sunday hours for student use.

the librarians f ind that departments and locations are
not well-labeled and may be
confusing for students looking for the right people.
“We need signage that helps
students f ind things in the
building,” said Wilson, assistant director of the library.
“What can we do to help people u ndersta nd the d if ferent departments that are in

KABUL continued from Page 1

“ Nobody cares w hat we
suffer from, shame on all socalled leaders,” Easar said.
Majeed echoed a similar
sentim ent, h eeding a call
for America.
“The biggest fear is that our
country will go back to the
blackness it was in… please,
please America, do not leave
us alone.”
For many Americans, the
Afghan story is intangible and
out of reach.
But for ordinary Afghans,
remaining hopeful is a
daily fight.
Easar finished her thoughts,
saying: “If I stay alive, we will
talk soon.”
At a Christian university, the circumstances in Afghanistan present questions
on how students should engage with global issues.
Sarah Malak, senior and
president of the Taylor chapter of the Middle East Collegiate Association (MECA),

Photograph provided by The Washington Post

In a rare public display of dissent, women in Afghanistan protest the Taliban rule.

offered thoughts on international engagement and students at Taylor.
“As Chri stians, our first
step to loving our neighbors
is understanding w ho our
neighbors are,” Malak said.

“I don’t think that ‘neighbor’ here necessarily means
those living near us, it includes all people, even those
on the other side of the world
from us. And how can we do
that if we don’t know who

they are or what major affairs are happening in their
lives? How else will we know
what to pray for or find ways
to help?”
M a l a k i s n’ t t h e o n l y
p e r s o n i n t h e Ta y l o r

here, the different ways that
they ser ve students? Really
all of us are geared toward
serving students to academically support them. If you
think about all the departments that are here, that’s a
common goal.”
T he g a me c ol le c t ion i s
ba ck i n ci rcu lat ion , some
sections have been moved,
study rooms a re open and

tables have more chairs at
them, but these changes are
mostly related to COV ID-19
restrictions lifting.
A summary of most of the
changes to the library is posted on the website.
The Lewis Center has more
plans for engaging v isitors
which are under way and updates will follow.
echo@taylor.edu

c ommunity th at cal l s on
Christians to implement intentional prayer.
“Prayer is the primar y
thing Christians can do and
should be doing about this,”
Jakob Miller, assistant professor of American politics,
said . “Hopefully we are all
ke e pin g th e C hri sti an s in
Afghanistan in our prayers,
w e s h o u l d b e p ray i n g f o r
tho se on th e ground , w i sdom for leaders and c omp a ssi o n f o r t h e h e a r t s of
ever yone.”
Kerton-Johnson, associate
professor of international relations, reiterated the role
prayer plays in Christian and
global engagement.
“In the book of Daniel the
angel comes to speak to him,
and the angel tells him that
his prayers are heard, and
God responds,” Kerton-Johnson said.
The same is true for Christians today.
Aft er prayer, th e Taylor

community can interact with
global news sources.
Ker ton-Jo hn s on re c om m end ed p ay in g clo se at tention to the thoughts of
British, Chinese and Russian
leaders.
“Having global awareness is
very important,” Kerton-Johnson said.
“I am a firm believe r th a t w h a t w e c o n su m e
g reatly af fe ct s our w orl dv i e w,” Mal ak sai d . “ S o, my
recommendation would
b e to tr y to f i n d a n u nbi ased , reputable news outlet
and download th eir app on
y our phon e. Turn on th eir
‘ b re a k i n g n e w s’ n o t i f i c a tions and spend just 3-5
minut es reading or watching what is happening globally that day. This is a good
practice to start now if you
haven’t already.”

A version of this story was
published on Aug. 18 in the
Chronicle-Tribune.
echo@taylor.edu
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Student leadership shares hopes, goals
Mangan, Martinez de
Santiago unite students
Katie Pfotzer
Staff Writer

Following the results of the
student body election held in
the spring of 2021, seniors Sarah Mangan and Jorge Martinez
de Santiago became the student body president and vice
president.
Martinez de Santiago describes the experience of finding out he won from other
people in his classes coming
up to congratulate him.
“The amount of effort people
put into supporting us, it was
amazing,” Martinez de Santiago said.
This is not the first leadership
role for either leader. Mangan
formerly served as a Personnel
Assistant (PA) on her floor and
as a leader in the Office of Intercultural Programs (OIP).
Her personal philosophy of
leadership still revolves around
the servant leadership model
represented in her past roles.
“In terms of my personal role,
I want to provide leadership, vision and support to the executive cabinet while also reaching
all corners of campus and representing the student body very
well,” Mangan said.
Mangan believes that one of
her strengths that will serve her
well in this role is both listening
to students and helping them
realize their ideas for a better
campus. She also emphasized
how integral her entire executive cabinet was.
The first of this cabinet is
Martinez de Santiago, who fills
the vice president’s role.
He is also no stranger to servant leadership. He has served
as both PA and Discipleship Assistant (DA) on his wing, as well
as the community through Basics Jr.
Though they have just started, Mangan said that they have

already been blessed by the discussions and work that go into
preparation before the year
even begins.
Most of this work revolves
around making the platform
goals a reality. Their platform
consisted of four parts, beginning with the idea of endurance
in Romans 5:3-5.
“We believe the trials of this
past year have produced endurance in the student body,”
the campaign’s Instagram said.
“This endurance has produced
character. And this character gives us hope for next fall
whether we’re 6ft apart or
shoulder to shoulder.”
The platform also included
the goals to practice proximity,
embrace differences and leave
a lasting legacy.
The pair is hoping to achieve
this through several avenues.
One of these is the creation of
a communication channel with
PAs and DAs in order to better
convey the wants and wishes of the student body to the
administration.
Another is the implementation of a universal calendar
that is in itself a continuation
of 25 Live. Mangan hopes this
will not only increase communication about events being
put on by academic, athletic
and student organizations, but
also aid in the goal of practicing
proximity.
“Reaching corners of campus
includes the PA/DA channel, it
includes thoughtful collaboration with our neighboring sister offices, and then also being
very present within the student
body through the networks we
have and then expanding those
as well,” Mangan said.
Practically, this looks like
bringing members of various
student organizations into
the executive cabinet meeting.
These OIP representatives are
referred to as connectors.
This is part of a larger goal of
bringing students together and
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Seniors Sarah Mangan and Jorge Martinez de Santiago are leading Taylor as student body president and vice president.

embracing differences.
“Working with OIP I feel like
it would give us a better understanding of learning from each
other, Martinez de Santiago
said. “And as well as a way to
make Taylor a home.”
The former student body
president and vice president
have been actively encouraging both of their successors.
According to both of the incumbents, they have received
messages from both Emmanuel Terrell (‘21) and Anna Craig

(‘21).
Mangan and Martinez de
Santiago plan on continuing the
legacy of the leaders who came
before them, especially in terms
of communicating in the midst
of uncertain times.
“We live in a very polarized
society,” Mangan said. “I think
conversation is often one-sided
and I think approaching one another with conviction and compassion is a posture we all need
to adopt.”
This conviction and

compassion will hopefully be seen as the community grows under their new
leadership, both student and
administration.
Craig, an experienced leader at Taylor University offered
some advice to the new leaders.
She expressed that she hopes
they both practice vulnerability.
“I also hope they are able
to lead with lots of grace —
both for themselves and those
around them,” Craig said.
echo@taylor.edu
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New hall directors serve the community of Taylor
Gerding, Peterson,
Beck share journeys
Emma Holley
Staff Writer

“What does a hall director do?”
Jacob Gerding, the new director of Wengatz Hall, is
asked this question a lot.
He knows that service is
an integral part of the job.
Gerding wants students to
feel known, and he believes
one of the best ways he can
do that is by supporting them
through difficult times.
“There’s a lot of different
things that happen throughout the year (and) it’s always
helpful to have another person walking alongside you,”
Gerding said.
Before becoming hall director, Gerding was an undergrad at Evangel University,
where he served as a resident assistant. He graduated
from Taylor’s Master of Arts
in Higher Education (MAHE)
in 2020.
While at Taylor, Gerding
lived in Wengatz Hall. His familiarity with the dorm has
made the transition to hall
director somewhat normal
for him.
Gerding’s favorite part of
the job is building relationships with students.
“I hope students will know
that I am fully here, all in, 100
percent ready to dive into a
relationship. Not just in Wengatz, but also across campus,”
Gerding said.
His advice to freshmen
moving into Wengatz is to

find a part of their community to invest in.
“If students can find space
to dig deep and invest in
where they’re at, I think that
will only enrich their (experiences) here,” Gerding said.
“It will help them in the longterm, too.”
Gerding isn’t the only new
hall director who is passionate about his community.
Josiah Peterson (‘19), hall
director of Samuel Morris
Hall, believes the first step
in serving his community is
learning the names of others.
“(Service) is knowing when
I see them outside of the dorm
… that they’re guys that live in
Morris. And hopefully knowing one or two things about
them, just to show care that
way, and particularly paying
attention to them,” Peterson
said. “That’s probably the way
I’d serve them the most, (to)
have an eye for them.”
Peterson started his career
at Taylor as an undergraduate

student. It was his classmates
who inspired him to take up
his now favorite pastime —
reading. He was never interested in reading books for
fun until his freshman year
of college, when he realized
that his closest friends were
all bookworms.
Reading helped him discover a love of learning which
continued after his college
years. Peterson joined the
MAHE program and became
the assistant hall director for
Swallow Robin Hall.
After graduating from the
MAHE program, he was hired
as the hall director for Samuel Morris Hall.
He explain ed how th e
dorm’s namesake inspires a
culture of service among its
residents.
Samuel Morris Hall was
named after a Liberian student with a powerful faith,
Prince Kaboo, who came to
Taylor in 1891. He tragically
lost his life two years later.

“Sammy Morris influences a lot at Taylor. There’s a
particular sense of ‘he’s our
guy,’” Peterson said. “Outside
of the funny culture or the
shenanigans, this is a place
where we are trying to serve
one another.”
Peterson encourages students who are new to Samuel Morris to make friends by
starting simple.
“Open your door to other people,” Peterson said.
“(Others) can see you and you
can see them to have small
interactions.”
While dorms at Taylor
are typically home for college students, some younger residents have moved into
Bergwall Hall this year.
The patter of feet running through the lobby and
screams of “Tag!” have filled
the air since new hall director Matthew Beck arrived
with his wife, four children
and dog.
“I’ll speak for the whole

family (that) this has been a
very positive move ( for) us,”
Beck said. “ When we first
heard about Bergwall, we
heard about the back deck,
and the woods and all these
features were very exciting,
especially to the kids.”
Beck went to nearby Indiana Wesleyan University for
undergrad, where he became
heavily involved in residence
life.
Julia Hurlow, interim dean
of residence life, was a fellow
IWU student and good friend
of Beck.
“I reached out to (Hurlow) during a season of discernment … (I) said, ‘Hey, if
anything opens up for me at
Taylor, let me know,’” Beck
said.
Hurlow later offered him
the position at Bergwall and
he accepted.
Beck has also previously
served as a youth pastor in
Marion, an experience that
has shaped how he serves

as hall director. He says that
both Taylor and his ministry share the desire to develop community among
its students.
Beck’s hope for incoming
freshmen is that they are
unafraid to take social risks
and join Taylor’s intentional
community.
“College is a little like
cliff-jumping,” Beck said.
“I am afraid of heights, but
the times I’ve gone to jump
off cliffs with friends, it
is exhilarating.”
So, what does a hall director do?
While each director has a
different way of looking at
it, one thing they all have in
common is their loving service to the Taylor community. Beyond all the personnel
assistant meetings, event
planning and Dining Commons dinners, a hall director’s job is simple: to serve
students well.
echo@taylor.edu

Have an idea for The Echo?

Photographs provided by Josiah Peterson, Jacob Gerding, and Matthew Beck

Taylor’s newest hall director additions are Josiah Peterson, Jacob Gerding and Matthew Beck.
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Our View

Counseling is for all
For as long as we can remember, counseling has been
labeled as a place where people go who have problems. The
word “counseling” is synonymous with major struggles and
messed up histories.
But over the last few years,
that way of thinking has been
challenged and the stigma that
we’ve felt toward counseling
has begun to be released.
In a conversation with Kathy
Chamberlain, director of Taylor
University’s counseling center,
she described counseling as a
journey. Going to counseling is
simply asking for someone to
walk through life with you.
The individualist nature of
western culture seems to work
towards existing without the
help of others, but biblically,
we are called to bear with one
another. Taylor has looked to
live out this idea of life together with what we call intentional community, and as much as
it is frequently referenced as a
joke, it is a reality that can also
be reflected in counseling.
Counseling is more than just
someone to talk to. Counseling
can be a great contributor towards holistic living.
As humans, we have been
made as a whole person. In
Mark 12:30, the Bible calls us to
love one another with our heart,
mind, soul and body. These are
all facets of the self that we need
to care for so that we may live
for God’s glorification.
Chamberlain explains that
we were never meant to separate our mental and physical
health. We are a whole person
and need whole care, and one
thing that we need to care for
better is our minds.
Thankfully, it seems as
though this negative counseling stigma has begun to change.
The counseling center is no
longer hidden away, but can
easily be located in the student
center, ready to welcome any

passers-by.
Additionally, 25% of students took advantage of the
counseling center over the
course of last year. Not every student was involved
throughout the year. Many
times, it was just for a single
session, but they were given the space to find a listening ear and someone ready
to walk with them and hear
their heart.
When asked what some of
the greatest benefits were to
counseling, Chamberlain expressed that symptom reduction for anxiety was one of the
most prominent.
In the epidemic of anxiety
and depression that our generation is experiencing, the
counseling center’s ability to
provide healthy coping tools
and work toward preventing
breakdowns was one of their
greatest impacts.
The largest deterrent from
experiencing counseling is
that fearful process of taking
the first step.
It’s hard to share your story
with a stranger.
But that stranger is waiting
to hear your story.
They’re ready to listen.
They’re ready to walk with
you.
To schedule an appointment at the counseling center,
email counselingcenter@taylor.edu or watch for upcoming workshops which will be
posted on their instagram @
tucounseling.
The first workshop this year
is on mental wellness and will
be on Sept. 14 in Cornwall at
4 p.m.
No matter who you are and
what your story is, the counseling center is ready to welcome you into their space,
you simply have to take the
first step.
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Reflecting on the return of masks
Jesse
Brown

Holly Gaskill
Co-Editor in Chief
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Summer was a reprieve. Social distancing and mask wearing were in the rearview mirror
as we drove to concerts and
sporting events. Washing and
drying masks above the bathroom vent was no longer part
of my evening routine.
I lost track of my masks except the “back-up” masks hanging on my office lamp. Light
blue masks (bless their little
paper hearts) seemed like a
remnant of a dark tunnel we
all travelled through, holding
our breath until we reached the
light of summer.
Summer 2021 was a breath of

fresh air, but now a Delta tunnel seems to be on the horizon.
The number of infected persons
continues to rise in Indiana and
many adjacent states. COVID-19
continues to adapt and infect
loved ones. Sigh.
I may need to find my masks.
Full disclosure: I hate wearing masks. My face is narrow.
I tried masks of different sizes
and shapes, and few masks fit
my face like the image on the
wrapper.
Additionally, I wear glasses
often. Masks fog up the bottom
third of my lenses. Moist lenses are annoying. However, the
real reason that I hate wearing
masks is that I am vain.
As a bearded person, masks
give me a “beard dent.” No matter how much I fluff my beard,
the dent following the curve
of the mask remains long after I remove it. A dented beard
compromises what others think

of me.
Taylor University is returning to a full campus experience.
One of the marks of our intentional community is our care
for others. We are guided by a
critical document called the
“Life Together Covenant.” Read
those words again: Life. Together. Covenant.
We have commitments to
God, one another and our personal walk with Christ as we
live together. In doing so, we
are called to love one another,
to strive consciously to maintain relationships that support, encourage and build up
one another, make allowances for one another and come
alongside those experiencing
grief, discouragement, illness,
tragedy or other personal trials.
We are called to align ourselves
with one another.
Here is my request: When
you leave your room or come

to campus, bring a mask.
Like me, you may hate wearing a mask because it gives you
a “beard dent,” or maybe you
fundamentally disagree with
wearing a mask.
Whatever your reason for not
wearing a mask, aligning ourselves with someone or somewhere that calls us to wear
a mask is critical to our life
together.
You may need to align with a
friend in a car, with a faculty in
a classroom or a co-worker at
The Bean.
Whatever the reason, aligning yourself with someone else
may be part of your call in our
life together.
In the end, bringing a mask is
admitting that you may need to
set aside your preferences for a
fluffy beard because it is a Taylor University method to align
yourself with someone else.
echo@taylor.edu
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Students brought back the ‘Welcome TU the Neighborhood’ dance in fall 2021

How the chaos can bring forth the calm
A senior’s reflection on
welcome weekend
Emma
Stotz

Opinions
Co-Editor

I remember my freshman
Welcome Weekend well.The
daunting task of coming in
without a single friend and
maintaining a weekend full of
activities seemed absolutely
impossible.
I walked into the weekend absolutely terrified and
stressed, yet ended with
some of my dearest memories and the start of wonderful relationships.
How did this happen? The
chaotic Welcome Weekend
provided me with people who
made my heart calm for the
following weeks.
Taylor’s slogan of intentional

community has never been so
fully reflected in my eyes as
the way I see it during Welcome Weekend.
Each of my last four years
here, I’ve engaged with Welcome Weekend differently. Freshman year it was the
route to survival; sophomore
year it was the reuniting of
friends; junior year it was the
beginning of a battle through
new rules; senior year it was
a fond beginning to a series
of lasts.
S e n i o r y e a r We l c o m e
Weekend has al so made
me think back on how Welc om e Weekend sculpt ed
my time at Taylor in ways I
had forgotten.
Welcome Weekend made
me a home.
Welcome Weekend gave me
my relationships for the next
four years.
Welcome Weekend made
space for me to be drawn in.

Welcome Weekend made
sure no one was sitting on
the outside.
Welcome Weekend showed
me what Taylor was.
As I watched one of my
roommates engage with her
responsibilities as a preceptor this year, I realized the
depth of the Welcome Weekend experience. There was
not a moment of the weekend that was not intentionally planned.
The work done by countless
hands of faculty and student
development and leadership
teams were woven into every experience.
Even in my own position
as a Taylor World Outreach
co-director, I saw the intentionality in the ins and outs
of community plunge, the
freshmen’s first experience
engaging with and serving the
people of Upland.
This year I came to respect

Welcome Weekend.
I became thankful for all
the things that had been
done for my Welcome Weekend as well as all the years
prior and since and soon
to come.
I realized that what felt like
a sort of absolute chaos which
stopped me from pausing to
take a breath was in fact all
the reasons that Taylor felt
like home so quickly. It was
the organized chaos that drew
me into all the reasons I chose
Taylor.
I watched this year as
freshmen came in, half of
which were introverts like me
and in total shock, the other half bouncing in through
extroverted glee, and they
became part of our community immediately.
Freshm en , welc om e
to Taylor.
Welcome home.
echo@taylor.edu

Anything you’d like to add?
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The counseling center is on the upper floor of the
student center and ready to welcome clients.
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New editors-in-chief redefine The Echo
It’s more than a
piece of paper
Kay Rideout
L&T Co-Editor

Like countless other successful
relationships, it began in line at
Chick-Fil-A.
Having heard about her Echo
section editor for weeks in advance, Ellie Tiemens finally met
Holly Gaskill through a chance
encounter their freshman year.
“I knew her name and I think
I knew her from Instagram,” Tiemens said. “She turned around
and was like, ‘Are you Ellie?’”
Since then, seniors Tiemens
and Gaskill have consistently
worked together as writers and
editors for The Echo. Though they
come from different journalistic
backgrounds, carry different experiences with them and are pursuing different majors, Tiemens
and Gaskill find that the workload is always shared equally between them.
Gaskill, a multimedia journalism major with experience in
the newsroom, brings a nuanced
understanding of the reporting
world to the table, along with an
easygoing personality that sets the
tone for Echo staff.
Tiemens, pursuing a degree
in professional writing, complements Gaskill’s skillset with an
eye for grammar and a sense of
efficiency that takes The Echo’s
content to the next level.
When the positions of editors-in-chief were made available
in the spring of 2021, Tiemens and
Gaskill knew they were potential
candidates for the job. However, after working together so effectively in years past, neither of
them wanted to pursue the position independently.

Photograph by Kay Rideout

Seniors Holly Gaskill and Ellie Tiemens take on the positions of editors-in-chief together.

“We kind of made a pact early
on — we work well together, we’ve
done stuff together; we know that
our strengths balance each other
out and we pick up each other’s
weaknesses,” Tiemens said. “So we
said, ‘I’ll do it if you do it.’”
As Tiemens and Gaskill consider what it means to act as the
face of The Echo, they do not take
lightly the responsibility they have
been given.
At minimum, the position of
editor-in-chief means coordinating and balancing the logistics of training week, organizing
and leading multiple meetings
on a weekly basis and communicating with every party related
to the paper, while ensuring that
the quality of writing and production remain consistent with

Echo standards.
A d d i t i o n a l l y, b o t h e d i tors-in-chief recognize the opportunity they have been given to
set the tone in the newsroom and
among the staff.
“News has just been really serious the last couple years, especially on Taylor’s campus — so a lot of
people here are passionate about
writing,” Gaskill said. “And that’s
all great stuff, but I also want us
to be passionate about one another — to keep that essence of the
Taylor community within newspaper staff.”
Furthermore, following a year of
pandemic restrictions which kept
even the newspaper office off-limits, Gaskill and Tiemens are ready
to reimagine what it looks like to
be The Echo.

Themed production nights,
weekly family dinners and collaborative Spotify playlists are just
a few ways Tiemens and Gaskill
hope to unify the Echo staff and
foster a fun, collaborative environment that will bring color to
what can easily become a blackand-white process.
Both Tiemens and Gaskill remember the welcome they received upon joining The Echo
staff and desire to establish a community among staff members that
will encourage every individual to
be the best they can be.
“I want to be the same person
that my co-editors-in-chief and
my editors were for me freshman
year and sophomore year,” Gaskill said. “I think that’s a huge trajectory for us this year — to be

there for (the staff writers), to be
(their) biggest champions, to be
the people who encourage (them)
to get better.”
Despite their excitement for
what lies ahead, The Echo’s
editors-in-chief anticipate significant challenges in the coming year.
Between unusually intense
news stories occurring on a regular basis and fewer returning
staff members than in the past,
Tiemens and Gaskill realize that
it will be difficult to not overburden their team.
“A lot of people are playing double duty with designing and writing or designing and editing,”
Tiemens said. “We love that our
staff is so flexible, but we want to
make sure that it’s not draining

Modern Solutions Required
Katie Pfotzer
Staff Writer

As I looked around my senior
apartment this move-in season,
I realized how lucky I was to not
only be living with three of my
closest friends, but to have met
all three of those friends during
freshman Welcome Weekend.
When I was about to go to college for the first time, I remember
that what people told me most
was, “You are going to have so
much fun.” They were right eventually. But in the midst of picka-dates with random classmates
and circling rooms listing off basic facts, the emotion that underscored every experience was
loneliness.
For a long time, I thought this
was unique to me. When I left
home at 19, I moved 2,000 miles
from California to go to a college
I had never visited in a state I had
never been to. But as I continued
on in college, I realized that even
those who recognized a few familiar faces around campus felt
the same sense of loneliness I did
during that first semester.
College, for most people, is the

first major transition in life. It is
the first time many of us have
lived away from home and everything associated with home.
It is also the first time we are expected to figure out for ourselves
what we want out of life and who
we want to become — the habits
to adopt or dispose of, the people
to surround ourselves with, the
ideas to explore.
This process of becoming is
precisely what adds nuance to
our loneliness. No one returns
home in December unchanged
from their first semester of college. In the meantime, what was
formerly an uncomplicatedly sad
feeling is distorted with the thrill
of what could be. But it is easy to
get lost in that process without a
few guiding principles.
First, the best way to quell the
loneliness that often defines the
first semester of college is to start
building friendships. This is an
ideal time to do so. Very few people are lucky enough to go to college with their best friend. In a
sense, we are all kindergartners
again, stranded in a world full of
strangers, just wanting to find a
friend or two.
Not everyone you meet is

going to be your best friend. But
you will find your closest friends
in unexpected ways, usually
through insignificant moments
that become well-worn stories in
the years to follow.
The second is a tough pill
to swallow. College is not high
school 2.0. I see a lot of people
come to college trying to fit into
whatever brand of “cool” they
wished they were in high school.
In fact, I still see many people do
this well into adulthood.
Struggling to fit into a mold
is an uphill battle you will never
win. Let go of your abstract ideas
of what you “should” be and you
will land on the other side where
the freedom of deeper relationships and radical acceptance lie.
The last and probably most
important of these principles is
to take time in college to define
yourself. If you are not actively
creating your own definition, you
will find yourself being defined
instead by others — usually according to the place you live, the
place you are from or the classes
you take. Those things contribute
to who we are, but the definition
of who we are comes first from
loving Christ and second from

echo@taylor.edu
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TWEETS
Submit to the Echo’s Top
Tweets of the week by
tweeting using the hashtag
“#TaylorU” for a chance to
be featured!
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@Echo_TaylorU

Tweet with the hashtag
#tayloru to be featured in the
Echo’s Top Tweets column!
Ellie Tiemens

@tiemens_ellie

10 likes and the Echo will
investigate why there’s no
wraps or salads at Chick-fil-a
anymore #tayloru
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Seniors Madi Turpin, Ashley Anderson, Becah Schwartz and author Katie
Pfotzer outside of their senior apartment in Wolgemuth Hall

loving others.
The truth is, to know someone well, you must know them
a little first. Some of the greatest
friendships of my life have started simply by circling a room and
introducing myself. If you are

lucky, you may find some of
those friendships during your
freshman Welcome Weekend.
And if you are really lucky, you
might just end up living with
them three years later.

Holly Gaskill

@holly_ggaskill

welcome back to campus
sweating #tayloru
Daniel Bowman

@danielbowmanjr

Just looked at the roster for
my ENG410 class and it is
STELLAR. #tayloru

echo@taylor.edu

Teagan Bakker

‘23

them so they can continue to
produce good content for the entire year.”
As The Echo prepares to
start its 109th year of production, Tiemens and Gaskill hope
to engage Taylor’s community in
the process.
D raw ing inspiration from
The Echo’s tagline, “You are the
voice, we are The Echo,” the two
welcome feedback from across
campus and hope to encourage
others to bring their passions to
the paper.
“We don’t just want to be something you pick up and then you put
down when you’re done reading,”
Gaskill said. “(We) want there to
feel like there’s a little bit more life
to everything going on.”

Markus Miller

Philosophy
and chill

Sports and
chill

‘23
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Crosswords
Across

1 “Miracle on the Hudson”
investigation gp.
5 Venom holder
8 Grads of Cornell’s Johnson Sch.
12 Kerfuffle
13 Quartet quarter?
14 Six-ton predator
15 Pride seekers’ lids
17 LeBlanc who played
Joey on “Friends”
18 Texter’s approval
20 Cutesy answer to
“How do you say that
in Spanish?”
21 Uncoupled?
24 Zebras on a field
27 Classic muscle cars
29 Senator Ben who wrote
“The Vanishing American Adult”
30 N.L. West team
31 Type of cable, briefly
32 Shade for a lifeguard
33 Defensive lines
35 Dries, in a way
36 Sometimes unattainable maxima
37 Sticky situation
38 2010 World Cup host:
Abbr.
39 Origins
40 Bass part
41 It gives you the big
picture

42 Title partner of “me” in
a 1972 Billy Paul #1 hit
44 Blade in a shell
46 Metaphor for confidentiality popularized in
a 1960s sitcom
51 Type of jacket
53 Shallot relative
54 Card in Clue
55 Ancient site of an iconic tree
56 Command posts
57 Is behind, maybe
58 Kid-__: tots’ TV fare
59 Sailing

16 Squares, e.g.
19 [Shrug]
22 Olympics chant
23 Ricoh camera brand
24 “To Kill a Mockingbird” theme
25 Heavy surf, e.g.
26 Obsolescent emergency exit
28 Coll. exam graders, at
times
31 Charles of Watergate
infamy
32 Skirt alternative
34 Some corny humor
35 Have something
Down
37 Common
1 Legendary wildlife
jam ingredient?
conservationist
40 Scotty’s “Star Trek:
2 Block in the kitchen
TNG” counterpart
3 Humbles
41 Cara and Ryan
4 Fodder for unfriendly
43 Much of Israel
trades
45 Island reception
5 Speaker’s spot
47 D.C. VIP
6 Takes up, perhaps
48 Ancient Memphis
7 Short bar order
setting
8 High-waisted garb,
49 Food __: after-eating
stereotypically
drowsiness
9 Play with ideas
50 3/8 of nineteen?
10 Do one’s part?
51 Questlove’s do
11 Couldn’t stand?
52 Dirty62 Agcy. con12 Prez who had no VP in
cerned with fraud
his first term
63 Gershwin brother
13 Chinese pork dish word 64 R&B’s __ Hill

Across

1 All-inclusive
5 Inked indication of
approval
10 Son of Seth who lived
to 905, per the Bible
14 “Moi? Never!”
15 Hang in midair
16 __ San Lucas: Baja
resort
17 Queen dowager of
Jordan
18 Sports stadium
19 Singer Redding
with two posthumous
Grammys
20 Street in London’s
Brixton Market
23 Caveman Alley
24 Ways in or out
25 Usual way in
31 Fair-hiring abbr.
32 “Old MacDonald”
refrain
33 Indian title
36 Do little
38 Take an oath
40 Travel by Greyhound,
say
41 Three-pointers, in
hoops lingo
43 “Amadeus” director
Forman
45 Cuz and sis
46 Where it’s hard to

Sudoku

make a wrong turn
49 When “light through
yonder window breaks” in
“Romeo and Juliet”
50 Poker pot paper
51 Way to stay safe ... or
what each set of circles
represents vis-à-vis its
answer
58 Mall smooching, etc.,
initially
59 Lacking originality
60 Qualities that make
deals difficult
61 Legal wrong
62 Desert respites
63 Use a scythe on
64 Targets
65 Flower holders
66 Hot

doors walk
12 Stage awards
13 Shipwreck signal
21 Trade show giveaway
22 Very long periods
25 Pool table surface
26 Raise, as kids
27 Was a bit too
enchanting
28 Self-transformation
result, to the self
29 Advertising link
30 Wonka creator Dahl
34 Romeo’s last words
35 Like a paper clip
37 Optometrists’ exams
39 Optimistic quality
42 Travel with the wind
44 Cease
47 Same-as-above marks
48 Classroom tools
Down
49 “Me too!”
1 Frank with a diary
52 The “E” in Q.E.D.
2 Hammer or sickle
53 Get up
3 Midwest native
54 Part of a shopping list
4 Alphabetically last
55 “A Death in the Famibirthstone
ly” author James
5 Wrinkly dogs
56 Gently persuade
6 “Cornflake Girl” singer 57 Athlete’s award
__ Amos
58 School fundraising
7 With, on le menu
gp.concerned with fraud
8 Suvari of “American Pie” 63 Gershwin brother
9 Soviet newspaper
64 R&B’s __ Hill
10 Affordable ride
11 Enjoying-the-great-out-

A&E

Sept.
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New mural enhances the town of Matthews
Taylor alumna leads
project for newest mural
Hailey Hendricks
A&E Editor

Unknown to many who pass
through Matthews, this city,
filled with deep roots and lively history, is becoming revitalized — starting with their
newest mural designed by Taylor alumna Abby Braswell (‘21).
During the fall of 2020, Braswell connected with Matthews
Chambers President, LaRea
Slater. Slater drew interest in
Braswell due to her previous
work on the Mama Pearson’s
mural in Gas City. The connection made would lead to the
commissioning of the mural
on the town’s robotics building.
Slater’s original plans did not
include a mural for the town of
Matthews, but rather originated around the idea of creating
a park in the area. The design
of a mural stemmed from Kerry Shanebrook, superintendent
of grounds.
“Our idea was to make it a
park like Matter park, which

Photograph provided by Abby Braswell

The newest mural in Matthews was designed and executed by a team of current Taylor students and alumni.

has a whole bunch of different
sections,” said Slater. “Then we
got Kerry Shanebrook and began rattling off ideas.”
After seeing Shanebrook’s
ideas for the area, it included a
simple “Welcome to Matthews’’
mural. With the initial sketch
of a traditional mural, Slater
knew that Matthews needed
one unique to the town and its
history.
Initially, Braswell didn’t think
she would be able to work on
the project due to the time
commitment. In the midst of
finishing up her senior year
of college, designing and executing a 1500 square foot mural felt quite daunting for the
young artist.
Nevertheless, the pair met
again in April and came to an
agreement on the mural.
In the first stages of planning,

Braswell held many creative liberties for the mural’s design.
Braswell’s given parameters for
the project were minimal.
“Yeah, there wasn’t much,”
said Braswell. “They wanted
it to represent Matthews and
the businesses there. The history of Matthews — it’s a tiny
town, but it has a lot of rich
history.”
In Braswell’s planning, she
wanted to cover a wide variety
of the city’s history in order to
highlight the key aspects of the
town. Some of these aspects include the Cumberland Bridge,
railroad tracks (showing the
retired route from Chicago to
Indianapolis), the corn and
grain feeds (representing Matthews Feed and Grain), the gas
well and the glass lamps (highlighting the gas boom), a motorcycle ( for the Muddobbers

motorcycle club) and the robot (in honor of the PhyXTGears robotics team). These
items were included in the final sketches.
With a project this large,
Braswell knew she would need
some extra hands on d eck. So
she recruited a team consisting of many Taylor students
and alumni: Katie Turner (‘21),
sophomore Lauren Belcher, seniors Kaitlyn Gillenwater and
Bailey Spiegel and Elizabeth
Carrier (‘21). Braswell’s father and Turner’s mother also
helped with the project.
“I brought on quite a few people,” said Braswell. “I tried to
pick out art majors from Taylor who had just graduated or
were still in school. So there
were five of us who were out
there painting. It was me who
did the initial design, and then I

hired Katie Turner, who did the
coloring and arranged some of
the elements of the mural.”
In addition, the team partnered with several businesses and organizations from the
community such as the Matthews Lions Club, Johnson’s
Oil, Matthews Fire Department,
Grant County Visitors Bureau,
Matthews Feed and Grain,
Muddobbers Motorcycle Club
and AmeriRent Lift company.
The duration of the project
was intensive. 500 hours painting, 200 hours designing and 113
days, start to finish. Although
tiresome and long, Braswell’s
joy in the completion of the mural could not be matched.
Due to her previous work in
Gas City, Braswell knew that
art could bring life to a small
town. She wanted to see this
mural bring joy to the many

First production props the door
‘Borrowed Babies’ starts
important conversations
Danielle Pritchard
Staff Writer

Higher education has historically been limited for women,
with few options in the early 20th
century outside of courses preparing them to take care of their
homes as mothers and wives.
Female Taylor students and
staff have raised this discussion in
their recent production of Jennifer Blackmer’s “Borrowed Babies.”
Reflecting on the practice
homes of mid-1900s America,
“Borrowed Babies” is set in both
the 1950s and 1980s. The show focuses on a home economics professor, Judy London, her students
and one of the practice babies
who returns looking for answers
about the past.
These domestic (or home)
economics classes culminated in shared residences where

the students would refine their
home-making and childcare abilities, spending months in artificial homes quite literally playing
a game of “house.”
Some of these homes utilized
orphaned children as “practice babies” who would be returned after they had grown. Until then,
they were shared between classes,
passed on at the end of each course.
The programs were eventually discontinued due to decreasing popularity and modern attachment
theory raising concern for the emotional welfare of the babies.
“(The show) looks at the role of
women during this time, and the
education of women,” said junior
Claire Vock, member of the production’s cast, costume shop supervisor and costume designer.
“The balance between wanting a
career, or certain dreams, and being limited by the fact that you’re a
woman or limited by the fact that
you have a family.”
These practices, which

continued for decades, are rarely discussed, if at all, today. While
both leasing children and restricting education based upon sex
are easily condemnable now, the
conversations around topics like
these aren’t over.
“All the comments that are
made about women and women’s roles are like things that are
still true today,” Vock said. “Maybe not as severe or obvious, but
(there are) still women struggling.”
The topic of the show is significant, even more so considering
the work behind Taylor University’s production of “Borrowed Babies.” Written by Blackmer and first
presented at Ball State in 2018, students had the opportunity to put a
fairly new work on stage.
Blackmer, who is a friend of
Tracy Manning, the director of
theatre at Taylor, had shared her
work with Taylor theatre students
before when visiting as a speaker.
Jennifer Wolcott, Taylor alumna
and current adjunct professor in

community members, as well as
to inform others of the deep h
istory rooted within Matthews.
“It really brings life to a town,
so I was really excited about
just bringing a new life to Matthews,” said Braswell. “That was
my hope and why I love doing
those kinds of projects.”
Passing through Matthews,
this mural is sure to catch an
eye due to its bright colors, but
the hist atthews that is portrayed within this mural connects viewers on a deeper level
to this small, unique town.
The mural is located on
the PhyXTGears building, located on the main street of
Massachusetts Ave. To find
out more about the mural
from the main artist herself,
check out @a.braswell_art
on Instagram.
echo@taylor.edu

A&E
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2021 Alumni Art &
Design Exhibition
Metcalf Gallery
Aug. 31 - Oct. 9

Photograph provided by Melayna Borg

The set design for “Borrowed Babies” aimed to mimic the
time periods of the 1950s as well as the 1980s.

the music, theatre and dance department, directed the play while
Manning joined students on stage
as a part of the cast.
This production is the first of
this season, serving as the scholarship show for the year. The
scholarship show raises money
for theatre scholarships, and the
cast typically consists o f alumni
and community members. This
year, many members of the cast,
costume designers and set designers were current students. With
such production responsibility
on their shoulders and just over

three weeks to prepare on campus, the crew had to work hard to
complete this project.
“This program is so small, we all
have to have our hands in different
areas to make the art happen, and
that gives a sense of pride in the
work,” Vock said. “And yes, there
are moments of tiredness and fatigue, but we learn so much.”
Taylor University students and
alumni presented “Borrowed Babies” on Sept. 10 and 11 at 7:30
p.m. and on the 12 at 2 p.m. in the
Mitchell Theatre.
echo@taylor.edu

Guest Trumpet
Recital, Joshua
Ganger

SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall
Sept. 17 @ 7:30-8:30 p.m.

Faculty Voice
Recital, Loralee
Songer

SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall
Sept. 18 @ 7:30-8:30 p.m.

Kenneth Steinbach
Metcalf Gallery
Oct. 22—Dec. 10

Tyler, the Creator redefines his style and embeds his roots
A review of ‘Call Me
If You Get Lost’
Amelia Bostick
Features Co-Editor

In his sixth studio album, “Call
Me If You Get Lost,” Tyler Gregory
Okonma, better known as Tyler,
The Creator, taps into ‘90s hiphop tradition while also paying
tribute to his past releases.
It’s been two years since singer, songwriter, director, producer
and fashion designer Okonma’s
latest release of “Igor,” an album
that topped the charts and became the singer’s most popular project. Following themes
of heartbreak, love and jealousy, “Igor” was a coherent and
storyline-based album that displayed genres of rap, R&B and
funk.
He’s been a bit of an unpredictable artist after his album
“Flowerboy” in 2017, which completely revamped the sound that
the rapper had been continuously producing. Leaning into a
more chill and indie genre with a
feature from Rex Orange County
in the opening track — an artist
who fits into the indie-pop landscape — Okonma seemed to be
focusing on an entirely different
aesthetic.
Because of this, fans didn’t
know what they would receive
from the new album, and if any
were expecting something along
the same lines of the two previous
releases, what the artist presents

Photograph provided by Complex

Tyler, the Creator released his sixth studio album,
titled ‘Call Me If You Get Lost,’ on June 25.

in “Call Me If You Get Lost” supersedes all expectations.
The album acts as a redefining
project for Okonma where he has
looked back, taken the best aspects of his past works and combined them to make something
even greater.
In fact, in the initial promotions for the album, Okonma
released the cover art for the
project displaying an identification card for someone named
Tyler Baudelaire, an entirely new
character and persona, remaking
his image for this release entirely.
While there has been speculation as to whether this new
character of Baudelaire is a

deliberate connection to the
book series “A Series of Unfortunate Events” or the French poet
Charles Baudelaire, there has
been nothing confirmed from
the singer as to whether this was
intentional.
Creating characters has been
something Okonma has been doing with most of his releases. One
character fans might be familiar
with is Wolf Haley, who Okonma
references heavily in his album
Wolf, and also appeared previously in his album Goblin, specifically his song “Yonkers.”
In the opening track of “Call Me
If You Get Lost,” “Sir Baudelaire,”
Okonma says that Haley is back.

In a GOLF podcast episode
where Okonma has a conversation with fellow artist Vince Staples, Okonma explains how Haley
acts as his alter-ego, someone
who he wants to be. He also lists
Haley as the director of his music videos, perhaps a feeling that
only the version of himself that
he wants to be could ever direct
these videos.
It’s with these videos that
Okonma also creates an entire
universe for “Call Me If You Get
Lost,” where each release feels
even more real. It brings his musical and lyrical genius to life,
further proving the young sensation’s talent and right to have
risen to the top of the music
industry.
The album plays like a mixtape with DJ Drama showing up
in each song, a producer who
is a notable part of the hip-hop
world, as well as features from
many other artists.
The sound is a return to Okonma’s classic weirdo rap genre,
reminiscent of his Odd Future
days, a group the artist created
originally with six other teenaged
Southern Californian musicians
in 2007 when Okonma was only
16 years old, as well as his album
Goblin, which was released in
2011.
However, unlike Goblin, which
presented lyrics that seemed to
be thrown around and thrown
together, the lyrics in “Call Me If
You Get Lost” present the same
sound while also providing

meaning and story, showing the
growth Okonma has made as an
artist.
“Massa,” the seventh track on
the album, speaks to the artist’s
struggles growing up, as well as
the struggles he now faces with
fame and wealth. Speaking to his
mother living in a shelter when
his song “Yonkers” released and
how he finally knew he had succeeded when he was able to get
her out fulfills a vulnerability the
musician was sometimes unable
to get across in Goblin.
Soon will come “Manifesto,”
which again focuses on his past,
but this time more as an artist. Okonma looks back on his
controversial past as a musician, saying, “I was canceled before canceled was with Twitter
fingers.”
He also addresses social issues,
acknowledging the struggle and
pressure he feels as a Black artist to be a voice and a leader, but
ultimately saying that he doesn’t
have the answer. He sings, “I
know I ain’t got the answer, but I
ain’t gon’ cheerlead with y’all just
to be a dancer.”
This song is an acknowledgement of his past and present.
“Momma Talk” comes a couple
tracks later where we get Okonma’s mother giving a talk on the
teachers and parents that would
target Okonma when he was
young. She talks about how she
will defend Okonma to the end,
a sweet moment near the end of
the album, once again giving it a

mix-tape nostalgic feeling where
people you know would talk between tracks.
With all of these vulnerable
and meaningful lyrics, there is
also a balance of fun and summer-sounding songs. “Wusyaname” was a pre-release to the
album, exciting listeners while
also giving them a taste of the
album to come.
My personal favorite on the album comes at track 10, “Sweet/I
Thought You Wanted To Dance.”
The 10-minute two-parter goes
from R&B to reggae about halfway through, reggae being a
genre no one would expect from
Okonma. It’s fun and the transitions are smooth, reminding me
of “Gone Gone/Thank You” from
Igor.
I’m always pleasantly surprised whenever Okonma releases something new. Whether it be
a new music video with bright
colors and deliberate cinematography or simply a new Instagram post, anything fresh the
artist puts out will probably define my life for at least a week
or two.
So if you spot me around campus, there’s a large chance I’m
wearing my “Call Me If You Get
Lost” shirt or GOLF brand hat.
Overall, “Call Me If You Get
Lost” is a redefining lyrical universe created with lyrical finesse
and nostalgia in every track.
echo@taylor.edu
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Rugby team continues to grow, win
Team talks 2021
National Tournament
Kyle Hayward
Staff Writer

In the first week of June, Taylor’s rugby team represented the
university at the Collegiate Rugby Championship in New Orleans,
Louisiana.
After most Trojans had returned
home for the summer, Taylor Rugby undertook the biggest challenge
in their club’s history as they faced
off against five top teams from
across the country.
The journey to nationals didn’t
happen overnight. Regular season
games against other colleges in the
area served as the first test for the
team last year, including matches
against Hillsdale and Wabash.
“We beat Wabash twice last
season, and that’s when we knew
things were really coming together,” said senior Jonathan Taylor.
After a 7-0 regular season in
the Indiana Rugby Union, Taylor
had to send in their record history from the previous three seasons
in order to gain admission to the

a week. We had about 50 guys and
25 girls.”
What began as a casual way
to play sports and have fun has
evolved every subsequent year.
With two seasons each year, regular practices and an official coach,
Taylor Rugby has transformed
itself into a respectable, dominant program.
The team has also grown in the
community, as it is a partner to the
local outreach ministry, Carpenter’s Hands. Rugby team members
support local families and organizations through shed and wheelchair ramp construction, as well
as working in home construction.
With such great momentum, the
team and coach alike are looking
to the future.
“We would love to become an official (Taylor) sport someday,” said
Taylor. “We’ve been able to take a
lot of steps toward recognition.”
As rugby continues to grow in
high schools across the state, the
sport is gaining a lot more attention. Professional leagues have
formed in the United States recently, including Major League Rugby.
This summer, rugby was even part

national tournament.
“We don’t get the benefits of an
official sport here,” said Nicholas
Kerton-Johnson, the coach of the
team and Associate Professor of
Political Science & International
Relations. “There are no scholarships, no fancy kits. All of us are out
here for the love of the game. Nationals were only possible because
of the desire the team showed to
keep going.”
Following five tough games in
New Orleans, Taylor finished their
first national appearance with two
wins and three losses. Several close
games didn’t go their way, but the
Trojans had reason to be proud.
“We played against fully funded programs and gave them a
good fight,” said Kerton-Johnson.
“We should’ve won a couple of the
games that we lost, but we can hold
our heads high because of how
we played.”
When Kerton-Johnson first
came to Taylor over a decade
ago, there was no organized rugby program.
“It started as a social thing really,” Kerton-Johnson said. “We
came out and played once or twice

Volleyball

9/15 Goshen College 7:30 p.m.
9/17 Spring Arbor 7 p.m.
9/18 Indiana Wesleyan 3 p.m.

Men’s Soccer

9/18 Missouri Baptist 12 p.m.

Women’s Soccer

9/13 Indiana Kokomo 7 p.m.
9/15 Georgetown College 4 p.m.
9/18 @Indiana Tech 4 p.m.

Men’s Golf

9/17 Yestingsmeier 8 a.m.

Cross Country

9/17 Ray Bullock Invitational 5 p.m.

Scoreboard
Photograph by Kay Rideout

Taylor’s rugby team competing during a spring practice.

of the Olympic games, another avenue for continued attention and
growth of the game.
“We’ve had several players get
looked at by professional teams
and big universities,” said Kerton-Johnson, “Even at a school as
small as Taylor, there are opportunities to stand out and progress.”
The rugby team is open to new
recruits anytime, with their numbers currently sitting around

Staff Writer

Fall sports showing promise
Optimism abounds
for Taylor Athletics
Markus Miller
Sports Editor

After a 2020–21 athletic season
that didn’t feel quite as normal —
partly due to the worldwide pandemic and partly due to some
historically successful Taylor programs struggling — this year is off
to a fast start, and it could be a fun
year for Taylor athletics.
Look no further than the fall
sports teams. There’s something
to be excited about with each one.
Both soccer programs took a
step back in 2020, and while the
women’s team remained strong,
they missed out on the national
tournament after making an appearance in 2019. The men’s team
managed just two wins in 2020 after significant tactical changes.
However, both teams got off to
3-0 starts in 2021 and seem to be
poised for strong seasons.
The women’s team didn’t allow
a goal during their opening three
games and has shown a very balanced, yet deadly attack. Sophomore Claire Massey, who won
Crossroads League Defensive

Player of the Week two weeks ago,
has been a big part of the early-season success.
The men’s team has found similar defensive success, shutting out
their first three opponents as well.
Junior Andrew Siegelin powered the
attack early with two goals and an
assist through two games.
There seems to be new energy
with both teams. Each team has
a good mixture of youth and experience, and Taylor students and
alumni should be excited about
where they’re heading.
What about football? After dealing with the oddity of a spring season and undergoing a coaching
change, they started the Aaron
Mingo era with a 42-26 win and welcome in Butler University this Saturday for a 7 p.m. matchup. While
they have yet to get into the meat
of their schedule, there are already
early returns on the offensive expectations brought by the new staff.
In the last few years, it felt like
Taylor football was almost always
right on the edge, and would keep
games close until the end, but
would usually come up short.
Not to be overlooked, volleyball
is off to a blistering start, and a veteran-laden squad is showing they

are set for a strong rebound from
last year’s 8-11 campaign. Their 12-1
start is the best in recent history,
and they’ve already convincingly
beat conference-opponent Grace
College, who they lost to in straight
sets last season.
All of this is before even touching
on the cross country teams — who
are coming off of two of the more
dominant seasons in Taylor athletics’ history. Both the men’s and
women’s teams spent time ranked
at the top of the NAIA polls, and the
men’s team went on to — as everyone should know by now — win the
national championship.
And, while golf doesn’t have their
postseason tournaments until the
spring, they still have numerous
tournaments this fall — and both
the men’s and women’s teams are
beginning the year ranked in the
top 20.
All of this to say, follow Taylor
Athletics this fall. Go to games, talk
about the teams and be aware of
what’s happening in Odle and on
Turner. Not every team will win the
conference or even put up a winning record, but they are off to an
eye-popping start, and there’s improvement across the board.
echo@taylor.edu

15 members.
“I need a few more big guys
if we want to play 15s,” said
Kerton-Johnson.
With the current trajectory of
the club, the Taylor community should take notice of the rugby team now. Exciting things are
happening across the road. Follow
the Echo to hear more about the
Rugby team.
echo@taylor.edu

Results from Taylor
Athletics

Football

9/4 Judson University W 42-26

Volleyball

9/4 Keiser W 3-1
9/4 Truett-McConnell College W 3-0
9/8 Huntington W 3-1

Men’s Soccer
9/8 Asbury W 3-0

Women’s Soccer

9/4 Saint Xavier University W 6-0
9/7 Indiana East W 2-0

Women’s Golf

9/7 Forester Invitational 1st

Volleyball off to great start
Jack Mulkey

Photograph provided by Taylor Athletics

Football

9/18 Butler University 7 p.m.

Team beginning
conference slate

Football started their season with a 42-26 win.

Sept. 13, 2021 MONDAY

The Taylor volleyball team have
won 12 of their first 13 games this
season, the first time this has
happened since 2010 and the first
time under the leadership of Head
Coach Erin Luthy.
“We’re having a blast,” Luthy
said.
A 3-0 sweep of Grace and a 3-1
win over Huntington has seen
them start 2-0 in Crossroads
League play
The sweep of Grace was anything but routine. It was the team’s
first win at Grace in 5 years. In
the third set, the Trojans found
themselves down 8-0. Luthy says
the biggest key to coming back
and winning the set was simply confidence.
The Trojans started their season in Florida, winning 3 out of
4 matches. They beat Warner,
Southeastern and Webber. Their
only loss was to no. 2 ranked
Jamestown in straight sets.
From there, the Trojans came
back home for the Amber McClure Fayerweather Memorial

Tournament where the team won
3 out of 3 matches. They beat Concordia in a 5-set thriller, St. Francis
(Ill.) and Bluefield.
From there, the Trojans swept
the weekend in Georgia winning 4
out of 4 games against Fisk, Brenau,
Keiser and Truett-McConnell.
There are many different reasons the team has succeeded early but none more important than
experience and confidence. The
team returned seniors Amanda
Adams and Grace Isaacs, two FirstTeam Crossroads League players
for their fifth seasons. A key addition is senior transfer Stephaney
Fifeld from Crossroads League rival Spring Arbor. In all, 10 of the
18 players on the team are juniors
and seniors.
“You look on the court and you
have confidence that the job is going to get done,” Isaacs said of the
benefits of experience in a team.
Adams, Isaacs and senior Ryan
Czerniak currently lead the team
in kills, each totalling over 100. The
future is also bright for the Trojans,
just behind those three are two
freshmen, Jaylynn Dunsmore and
Sarah Scott, both with over 50 kills
currently.
Junior Kacy Bragg has helped
immensely with putting hitters
in good position to finish off a

play with well over 450 assists
this season.
Adams’ contributions have landed her 2 Crossroads League Attacker of the Week awards. Bragg’s
contributions have seen her earn
2 Crossroads League Setter of the
Week awards. Fifeld has earned a
Crossroads League Defender of the
Week award as well.
Isaacs, Dunsmore and Czerniak
have been working hard on defense
as well leading the team in blocks.
Fifeld leads the team in digs with
over 280 with Bragg following behind with over 130.
Although the Trojans are showing many signs of improvement,
there is always room for improvement. Too many errors have hurt
the Trojans this season. There have
been some sets that Luthy feels
they have given away due to errors.
Despite having over 180 kills
more than their opponents, the
Trojans have nearly the same number of attacking errors. Despite
having over 40 more service aces,
the Trojans have 11 more service errors than their opponents. These
errors improving will only help in
one of the toughest conferences in
the NAIA, the Crossroads League.
As of now, the Trojans will have
to play six games against ranked
opponents such as Marian, Bethel
and Indiana Wesleyan.
“Our overarching goal is to win
Nationals, which we are fully capable of, but in the meantime, we are
focusing on the moment we are in,”
Bragg said on expectations for the
rest of the season.
This upcoming week, they will
have a 3-game homestand playing
Goshen on Wednesday, Spring Arbor on Friday and Indiana Wesleyan on Saturday.
echo@taylor.edu
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Taylor swept Crossroads League foe Grace to open conference play

Ryan Czerniak

Av e n J o n e s
Football

Volleyball

Athletes of the Week
979 S. Main St., Upl and, IN

w w w. ivanho e s . i nfo

•

Year

Sophomore

Hometown

N e w Pa l e s t i n e , I N
Mechanical Engineering

Photograph by Kaelynn Shultz

•

Major

St. L ouis Cardinals

Fav o r i t e S p o r t s T e a m

Luke Corsten

Funniest Teammate

Remember the Titans

Fav o r i t e S p o r t s M o v i e

(765) 998-7261

Senior
Pittsboro, IN
Physiology & Medicine
Ohio State
Jessica Dodane
42
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